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From The President’s Desk

Dear Reader, 

Do you find yourself reading a copy of this paper 
that you have picked up for free at one of our many 
music business/education outlets in the state of 
Colorado? If so, wouldn’t you consider joining us 
as an official CBMS member? We, like so many 
artistic institutions that withstand the test of time, 

are a non-profit organization with the mission of helping to preserve 
our past through the education and performance of bluegrass 
music. We offer Pow’r Pickin’ as a source of information, inspiration, 
outreach and to connect all of our stakeholders to what is one of the 
fastest growing and most versatile musical communities in America. 

We cannot sustain this without you, however. In a world of digital 
communications and the loss of the time-honored tradition of print 
media, our costs have risen to a point that the organization funds 
this wonderful outlet through membership and your participation. 

Your dollars help spread this paper throughout communities and 
individuals who might never know about the mighty fine state of 
music-making we enjoy here in Colorado. This allows people to find 
bands, connect with musical services, learn about future concerts 
and offerings and get into a jam or lesson with a music professional—
in addition to being a great symbol of what great writing and the 
publishing of print media can offer. 

So, please consider joining us today. You will receive a copy of 
this great paper in your mailbox every month. That alone is a great 
reason to join!!  And for more information, check out our website at 
ColoradoBluegrass.org as well! 

Viva la musica! 

 Annie Savage
 President
 Colorado Bluegrass Music Society

DECEMBER 2015
* * * * * *
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On the Cover

By Jackson Earles  

It is December, and that means it is time for the holidays!  
As a kid interested in music, I love receiving music-related 
gifts.  My favorite gifts that I received last year were 
tickets for local bluegrass festivals that we hadn’t been 
planning to attend.  It started me thinking about what 
some other great things to ask for would be, so for this 

month’s article, I reached out to some local musicians/teachers 
as to what gifts they thought would be good for kids into music.

Annie Savage, president of CBMS, fiddler for the Savage Hearts 
and owner of the Farm School in Lafayette suggests smartphone 
or tablet apps as a good gift for kid musicians.  She gave examples 
such as the Amazing Slow Downer, Talent Forge and Artist Works.  
Annie realizes that today’s kids are technologically savvy and there 
is an importance to being able to interface your music and practice 
time with a tool kids want to use: their electronics.  She said 
that applications could be a great tool by providing ways to 
communicate with other artists and mentors (on apps like 
Talent Forge and Artist Works) or to help you strengthen 
ear training (with apps like The Amazing Slow Downer).

Bonnie Sims, who you know from Bonnie and the 
Clydes and who teaches at Harmony Music House 
in Boulder, also had some great ideas for gifts.  
Bonnie said that tuners and picks are always a good 
approach, because they are very essential to playing, 
and are quite easy to misplace.  You can always find 
cheaper, fun picks with different colors or prints, 
but some musicians have their favorite style and 
the prices can vary.

Monica Whittington of Monocle Band, 
who you can also find at Harmony Music 
House, said that gifts that she always loved 
receiving were music books with songs 
in them.  Monica said that playing songs 
from books would entertain her for hours 
and it helped her music because she was 
practicing music and having fun.  Practicing 
music is essential in becoming a stronger 
musician, and learning music from artists that 
you like can make practicing more interesting 
and fun.

Emily Wilson is a music teacher at the American 
Music School in Lakewood, and plays mandolin in 
Prairie Road.  Emily said that CDs are a great gift because 

listening to music can help you become a better musician 
by training your ear and finding new songs to learn.  She 

also said that strings were an extremely good gift.  “Too 
many people think that strings don’t need to be replaced 

unless they break.  I would be so happy if Santa brought all my 
students new strings.”  

Heather Klenske is a music teacher from Golden and was Volunteer 
Coordinator with the UllrGrass Bluegrass Festival last January.  
Heather said extra lessons are a good way to go for gifts.  Even four 
to five lessons with a teacher can be extremely helpful especially 
when a student is starting a new instrument, or wants to try a new 
instrument.  Another suggestion from Heather was an autobiography 
on a favorite artist. 

Kevin Slick is a local guitar teacher and guitarist with the Steel 
Pennies.  Kevin said that gift cards to music stores (either 

brick and mortar, or electronic) can allow kids to buy an 
album they want or even explore new music. Kevin 
also liked the idea of MP3 players as they come in 

different sizes, and thus price ranges.  A fun way 
to give them is to partially fill them with music as a 
starting point.

Jordan Ramsey, a great local mandolin teacher, 
and whose bands include Ragged Union and Long 

Road Home, said there are cool gift options at different 
price points including metronome (once Drew 

Emmitt also talked to me about the importance of 
practicing with a metronome), Jordon also said 

picks, which he said could run the gamut in 
price (starting with cheaper picks, up to an 
inscribed Bluechip), or a new strap, again 
you can buy standard straps from music 
shops, or custom straps off of sites like 
Etsy.    

Finding the right gift can be difficult, but 
these bluegrass musicians have it under 
control!  I think a great present for anyone 

on your gift list would be an album from 
one of these great artists.   If the kid on your 

list has been extra good this year, lots of the 
musicians put an instrument upgrade on their list.  

Hope you find the perfect gift for your kid that loves 
music in this article. Happy holidays to CBMS and the 

rest of the bluegrass community. 

Making 
a List...

Pickin’ Sprouts ...and 
Checking

it Twice
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By David DeGrandpre

As 2015 nears its end, and 2016 looms ever closer, the 
need and desire to reflect tends to take hold in one’s 
consciousness, prompting a look back… and a look 
forward. 

Looking Back…

2015. Personally, it was a wildly interesting year. As 
part of that, I saw a ton of great music. A lot of old favorites, a lot of new 
interests, a lot of bluegrass, a healthy dose of Phish, a couple nights of 
Fare Thee Well with the Grateful Dead, and a whole lot more.  But, I’m 
not much for dwelling on the past, so let’s look towards how we can ring 
in 2016. 

Looking Forward…
To New Year’s Eve. Regardless of how you decide to spend the start of 

the New Year, there is never a shortage of music to be found around the 
Front Range for the changing of the year. For your consideration, here are 
a few ways I recommend you spend the holiday. 

Yonder Mountain String Band – Boulder Theater (12/30, 12/31, 1/1, 1/2)

Since 2011, Yonder Mountain String Band has been spending several 
nights over New Year’s filling the Boulder Theater with their sound and 
energy. Despite the departure of founding member Jeff Austin, Yonder 
Mountain has found new life with the additions of mandolinist Jake Jolliff 
and fiddler Allie Kral. 

LOOKING FORWARD LOOKING BACKA
N
D

Touring behind Black Sheep, their first studio album since the arrival 
of Jolliff and Kral, the band has taken a sizable step forward in the past 
year and a half. For the second time since Austin’s departure, and the fifth 
year in a row, Yonder Mountain will take the stage at the Boulder Theater 
to celebrate the New Year, spending four nights celebrating the close of 
2015 and the start of 2016 with their fans. 

Since they began their yearly appearance at the Boulder Theater, there 
has never been a shortage of guests who have joined them on stage, and 
this year is no different. On December 30th, the King of Telluride, Sam 

Bush, will join the Yonder crew on stage. He 
last joined the band during for a New Year’s 
run in 2013, playing as part of the Flood Relief 
Benefit on December 30th with a variety of 
other guests, as well as joining the band for 
the entirety of their New Year’s Eve show. 

On December 31st, Yonder will host the 
theater by themselves, though it would hardly 
be a surprise if guests found their way onto 
the stage. 

On January 1st, Dobro legend Jerry Douglas 
will take the stage with Yonder again, having 

participated in the 2013 Flood Relief Benefit, 
as well as sharing the stage with the band 
many times since. 

Finally on January 2nd, guitarist Stanley 
Jordan will bring his immense talent and 
unique style to the stage, promising what is 
likely to be the most unique night of the run. 
If you are unfamiliar with Stanley Jordan, I 
highly recommend you go to YouTube and 
pull up some videos of him. An incredibly 
talented musician who is best identified as a 
jazz guitarist, Jordan brings a unique style
 to the stage, using an advanced form of two-handed tapping while he 
plays, giving his music a fluidity that standard guitar technique can rarely 
replicate. Although Sam Bush and Jerry Douglas are not to be missed and 
bring outstanding musicianship to the stage, Stanley Jordan promises to 
bring something different and unique on the final night of the run, and it will 
be a joy to see how both he adapts to Yonder, and Yonder adapts to him. 

String Cheese Incident – First Bank Center (12/31, 1/1, 1/2) 

For the fourth year 
in a row, Billy Nershi, 
Kyle Hollingsworth, and 
company will return to 
the First Bank Center 
in Broomfield for their 
annual New Year’s 
celebration. While their 
music ranges far from 
bluegrass these days, 
both their talent and 
their ability to throw an 
unforgettable party on 
the Front Range for New 
Year’s is undeniable.
 

Continued on page 9

String Cheese Incident / Spody
String Cheese Incident / Spody

Yonder Mountain String Band / Spody

Jerry Douglas
Promo Photo

Stanley Jordan
Promo Photo
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By Cathleen Norman

For more than 40 years Tejon 
Street Music at 330 North Tejon 
has been the go-to place for 
acoustic musicians.  Owner 
John Ramsey has operated the 
store since 1975, evolving it to 

keep up with the times.  The latest trend is 
a booming internet business.  A topnotch 
banjo player with Acme Bluegrass, John is 
a luthier as well, not to mention a supporter 
of CBMS.

He explains how it all came about: “Way 
back when, I moved here in 1974 and got a job 
working at this shop doing repair work.  I had 
another friend move out from California who had 
a music store there.  After a year, the original 
owner wanted to move, so my partner and I 
bought it.  Then my friend moved to Washington 
State.  I’ve been doing it ever since.”

The store’s original name was the Folklore 
Center, but 15 years ago John changed it to 
something more musical because “people were 
calling up and asking ‘do you have a storytelling 
hour’ or wanting to know the history of Pikes 
Peak.”

Over the years he’s had several different 
employees; now his son Sean is involved.  In 
2012, John and his wife moved to Hawaii for a 
year.  “My son had left a computer job in Denver, 
and I asked him if he would take over the shop.  
It worked so well, I kept him on as a manager 
when I came back.  He does front-end, computer, 
website, selling.  I’ve gravitated to working on 
things in back, doing some instrument building.”

John has hand-crafted quite a few instruments, 
most recently higher-end ukuleles, but over the 
years more than 50 mandolins, several hundred 

Making
Acoustic
Music: 
Music Stores in Colorado Springs

banjo necks for old banjos and about 25 guitars.  
His luthier skills are self-taught. “I always just 
worked on things as a kid.  My dad did cabinetry 
making, so I always had access to tools and 
just started building things.  I started playing 
banjo when I was 15, and got interested in that.  
Actually, I built a couple of banjos that I sold to 
move out here in 1974.”

“The business has really grown a lot in the 
past few years, with the web development, it 
has taken off.  We’ve revved up our selection 
with Sean’s help on the Internet, turning 
toward higher-end.  We send things all over 
the place, and we’re doing a pretty good mail 
order business.”  The store sells only acoustic 
instruments; brands include Collins, Martin 
and Taylor guitars, Huber, Ome and Nechville 
banjos,.

The store’s success reflects the vibrant 
Colorado Springs acoustic music scene. “It’s 
pretty healthy,” says John.  “It’s a strong and 
varied scene… there’s a whole cross-section 
of acoustic music, independent, bluegrass, old-
timey.  Our business is a lot of that.  Higher-
end [instruments] tend to go to the I-used-to-
play-and-now-I-want-a-really-nice-guitar-guys 
who’ve gone through their life and want a 

nice instrument.  Now they’re successful and 
coming back and treating themselves… serious 
hobbyists like lawyers, doctors.”

When John sold Gibson guitars, he represented 
the firm at numerous bluegrass venues.  “It was 
a neat thing.  They’d pay for me to fly out and talk 
about their instruments.  I would travel around 
to bigger festivals.  I would ship instruments out 
from my store and they would ship instruments 
from the factory.  I went to Telluride for 12 or 
13 years where they paid for a condo and 
backstage passes.  I did IBMA when it was in 
Louisville, Kentucky.  I got to hang out with Earl 
Scruggs and Bill Monroe, went to their house sat 
in their living room... went to awards ceremony.”  
He also represented Gibson at Wintergrass in 
Tacoma, MerleFest and RockyGrass.

Those days ended when Gibson went through 
a re-structuring and bumped out a lot of small 
dealers.  “And I got tired of traveling around,” 
he admits.  

Meanwhile he took up the banjo again.  When 
Sebie Denison asked John to play for Acme 
Bluegrass about eight years ago, John said yes.  
“It was good timing.  I had stopped playing when 
Sean was born in the early ‘80s because I was 
a busy family guy.  

“It didn’t take much wooing,” he laughs.  “I’m 
fortunate to be able to play again, and it’s been a 
lot of fun.”  He plays once or twice a month with 
ACME, “which is enough for me.”

Colorado Springs’ strong acoustic scene 
is served by another great store, the up-and-
coming Moondog Music Shop at 2708-A 
Colorado.  A former software engineer, owner 
Mike Judge wanted to make a life change 
and start “a sustainable business.”  When the 

Continued on page 10Photos by Cathleen Norman



By Jan Peterson

Merry Christmas; Cheerful Chanukah; 
Wonderful Winter Solstice; Happy 
Hajj; Carefree Kwanzaa!  Whatever 
your particular holiday is, I heartily 
support it. And I hope and expect that 
you will have a gratifying, contented 
and joyous holiday season in the spirit 

of peace and brotherhood for all mankind.
In that spirit of holiday giving, please allow me to provide you with 

some nuggets of information that science has discovered in the recent 
past regarding music and sound (you knew I’d eventually get around to a 
connection with bluegrass).

First of all, here’s a message of hope for those of you who, like me, 
are getting into their “golden” years (or have close family members who 
are). Brain areas that respond to music seem to withstand the ravages of 
Alzheimer’s disease. This is apparently why music can sometimes “move” 
people suffering from advanced dementia.  Brain scans have identified 
two adjacent brain areas that respond to familiar songs, and familiar songs 
seem to boost autobiographical memories in people with Alzheimer’s. So 
keep playing that bluegrass; it’ll come in handy over the long run!

For those of you feeling downtrodden, here’s a tidbit from the animal 
world to provide you with a “pick-me-up.” The walnut sphinx caterpillar 
emits a squeaky whistle!  Wait, there’s more! Scientists believe that 
the caterpillars are mimicking birdcalls warning of a deadly threat, thus 
becoming the first invertebrate known to make phony alarm calls.  

Those calls can send some birds fleeing for cover because it mimics 
the alarm that many species emit when a hawk looms near. But what 
is a scary alarm for the birds is a welcome respite for the 
caterpillars that avoid becoming the birds’ pick-me-up!

In 2004, an Ig Nobel Prize (paying tribute 
to science’s funniest research) was 
awarded to two teams that 
discovered that herring 
c o m m u n i c a t e 

underwater by emitting gas at a rate that creates an audible chirp. Yes, 
that fraternity brother of yours who could burp entire sentences owes a 
debt of gratitude to those herring! To compound the hilarity, the research 
occurred because the Swedish government had initially assumed the 
“chirp” was from Russian spy submarines!

But forget about artificial sound sources. A debate rages over what is 
the loudest natural sound on earth. A Google search results in this answer: 
the eruption of the Indonesian volcano Krakatoa in 1883. Measured from 
100 miles away, it was 172 decibels (dB)! To put that in perspective, a 
chainsaw generates about 110 dB. And don’t forget that the pressure on 
your ear doubles with each 6 dB increase, and there is an inverse square 
law that governs the intensity of pressure waves at any distance from the 
source!  

But it’s all rather superfluous because anything above 194 dB doesn’t 
even really count as a sound any more; it’s just a pressure wave (instantly-
burst-all-your-blood-vessels-and-kill-you-before-you-even-hear-it loud)! 
So we’re reduced to searching for sounds in a range somewhat below 
194 dB.  A physics professor at the University of Mississippi suggests that 
the loudest natural sound might be the crack of a lightning bolt (not the 
thunder clap), but another competing scientist, the Director of the Auditory 
Modeling and Processing Laboratory at Northeastern University, suggests 
that it might be the call of the blue whale, which can approach 190 dB. The 
scientists didn’t submit any supporting data, so it’s just a matter of whom 
you believe.

A conventional conversational voice is around 60 dB, but the loudest 
human voice (and I’m getting this data from the Guinness World Records) 
was a scream of 129 dB, about 30 dB louder than a jackhammer! We have 
recently discovered that screams contain an acoustical signature that 
alerts the brain to danger. Analyzing their acoustical makeup, researchers 
found that screams scored high on measures of “roughness,” a quality of 
sounds that features big swings in loudness and an unpleasant perception.  
Rough screams correlated with more activity in the amygdala, a structure 
in the brain that helps humans detect threats, attempting to scientifically 
explain why screams are so distinctly alarming.

Speaking of human voices, the oldest recognizable recording of 
the human voice happened in 1860, when Thomas Edison 
was only 13 years old and long before he made 
his historic recordings. It was captured on 
a phonautograph, a device invented 
by Edouard-Leon Scott de 
Martinville, which 
c o n v e r t e d 

On the Northern Beat
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Continued on page 10
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By Annie Savage

T his month we are 
talking with Larry 
Struble, a fiddle 
teacher who is also 
a board member 
with the Colorado 

Old Time Fiddlers Association 
(COTFA). At present he is teaching 
part time at Rick’s Center, Denver 
University and at a before school 
Suzuki Class in a Littleton school. 
He has a teaching studio in his 
home and has students of all ages. 
You may contact Larry through 
email at lstruble@msn.com or by 
calling 303-771-5951.

 Pow’r Pickin’:  Who are some of 
your early fiddle mentors and why?

Larry Struble:  I grew up on a farm 
in the small town of Caldwell, Kansas. 
Music was a large part of my family 
as they all played instruments. My 
grandpa played fiddle, and although 
I never heard him play, it was his 
influence, I’m sure, that encouraged 
my dad to also play the fiddle before 
he took up the five-string banjo. My 
mother played the piano by ear and 
the accordion. 

My parents bought my first fiddle at 
Montgomery Ward, and after I started 
playing the fiddle, we had dances in our 
basement every week. I participated 
in fiddle contests and oddly enough I 
played in contests with Bryon Berline 
and his Dad, Lou Berline. I was nine 
years old when I won a contest 
sponsored by Bob Wills and won a trip 
to Dallas, Texas, to play with Bob Wills 
and the Texas Playboys. 

Back in those days, we listened to 
records of Bob Wills, Tommy Jackson 
and others of that era. Today there 
are many great players to listen to, 
including the likes of Tony Ludiker, 
Byron Berline, Daniel Carwile, Mia 
Orosco, Luke Price, Zirl Hopkins, Matt 
Hartz, to name just a few.

PP:  What do you find to be the 
most rewarding part of your work as a 
bluegrass/old-time educator?

LS:  William Butler Yeats said, 
“Education is not the filling of a pail, but 
the lighting of a fire.” It is very rewarding 

to be able to stir up excitement in 
the kids about what you love and 
are excited about. Passing on my 
love for fiddling to my two daughters 
meant a lot to me; both became 
professional concert violinists—and 
both still compete in fiddle contests. 

I have been lucky to have had 
numerous experiences of passing 
on my love for music to my students. 
This year, for example, I have a 
beginning violin class of 44 students, 
which means tuning 176 strings 
every class. I hope I make it fun for 
them so that they find a creative 
outlet for self-expression and a 
feeling of accomplishment through 
fiddling and performing.

PP:  Tell us about the Colorado 
State Fiddle Championships? We 
have readers who would probably 
love to participate in this event and 
don’t know about it!

LS:  The Colorado State Fiddle 
Championships is a very well 
attended and exciting contest to 
attend in January during the National 
Western Stock Show. In addition to 
the contest, there will be the Judges 
Show, Teachers Show and also 
entertainment from Jake Jabs from 
American Furniture Warehouse. 
On the Association’s Web page, 
ColoradoFiddlers.org, you can pre-
register for various divisions, get 
information on the prize money, 
rules and schedule.

PP:  How do folks get signed up 
and registered for this contest? Are 
there prizes?

LS:  For anyone interested in 
participating in the Colorado Fiddle 
Championships at the 2016 Stock 
Show, they can pre-register online 
at ColoradoFiddlers.org. There will 
also be open registration on the day 

of competition. The cash prizes for all 
divisions are listed on the Web page.

PP:  Are there other events like this 
around the state?

LS:  Although the dates have not 
been selected for 2016, there probably 
will be the following summer contests: 
Montrose County Fair Fiddle Contest, 
Weld County Fair Fiddle Fest, High 
Plains Fiddle Fest and Strasburg 
Hometown Days Fiddle Contest. Later 
the dates will be posted on the Web 
site.

PP:  Where are some of your 
upcoming teaching opportunities, 
festivals or places we might find you? 
Where are a few of your current favorite 
camps/workshops found?

L S :  M y  w e b  p a g e  i s : 
ViolinFiddleLessonsDenver.com. 
I participate in the various events 
sponsored by COTFA such as the 
Square Dance fundraiser at the Barn 
in Longmont, the National Stock 
Show Parade Luncheon, Christmas 
fundraising events at the Stock Show 
Complex and “Strings by the Pool” in 
Genesee. 

I teach part-time at Rick’s Center, a 
gifted and talented program at Denver 
University, and “before school” Suzuki 
classes. I also have a teaching studio 
in my home. 

PP:  And, finally, how can we find 
out more about the Colorado Old Time 
Fiddlers Association?

LS:  Again, go to ColoradoFiddlers.
org. I am honored to be on the Board 
of Directors for the Colorado Old Time 
Fiddlers Association. As an educator, I 
want to do my part in passing on the art 
and excitement of fiddling to students 
and the public. This organization is 
responsible for providing the various 
contests and events and the board 
members work untiringly and give 
their time freely for this endeavor 
to keep fiddling alive. Your readers 
can support this organization in their 
endeavor to preserve the art of fiddling 
by contributing or participating so 
that these contests and events can 
continue. 

LARRY
STRUBLE
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By Veta Gumber, aka Vetabluegrass

RAMBLINS   

Joe and I traveled for 13 days taking in music from start to end in 
Nashville.  Actually the music started at DIA where a “pop-up beer garden” 
had been set up, with Nick Amodeo and Friends playing bluegrass! I 
had never met Nick but when he heard my name he told me that we are 
Facebook friends. How’s that for an effect of social media? On our drive 
to Wilkesboro, North Carolina, we stopped in Boone to give our regards 
to Doc, in the pouring rain. The weather did not improve as we drove The 
Doc and Merle Highway, but listening to their sweet music and songs 
made the drive tolerable. 

 Carolina in the Fall is a small 2-day festival hosted by the Kruger 
Brothers. There are three stages: indoors for youth musicians and dancers; 
one for local bands; and one is the main stage. We saw such well-known 
acts as Rhonda Vincent & the Rage, Lindsay Lou and the Flatbellies, The 
Snyder Family Band, Darin & Brooke Aldridge, and, of course, The Kruger 
Brothers with the Kontras Quartet.  With a VIP wristband we were able 
to attend the late night jam of most of the musicians each night. Many 
of the musicians gathered in the breakfast room in the morning and took 
time to visit with music fans. We met acquaintances from Colorado and 
Utah.  We also met many locals who were volunteering their time and 
were most helpful giving us information about MerleFest (which we have 
never attended).

•	 Ashleigh Caudill, Looney Bird, Independent.
•	 Jim Hurst & Roberto Dalla Vecchia, Atlantic Crossing, 

Independent.
•	 Nothin’ Fancy, By Any Other Name, Mountain Fever Records.
•	 Alan Bibey & Grasstowne, Grasstowne 4, Mountain Fever 

Records.
•	 Dawn Kenney, Sing Me Home, Independent.
•	 The Dappled Grays, Last Night, Tomorrow, Independent.
•	 Bill Runkle & Smith Hollow, Lonely Tonight, Patuxent Records.
•	 The Reunion Band, Fast Track Bluegrass Sampler, Independent.
•	 Free the Honey, Fine Bloom, Independent.
•	 Diamond Creek, Where Do I Go From Here, New Time Records.
•	 Steve Martin & Edie Brickell, So Familiar, Rounder Records.
•	 Tim O’Brien, Pompadour, Howdy Skies Records.
•	 The Cox Family, Gone Like the Cotton, Rounder Records.
•	 Bill Emerson & Sweet Dixie, The Gospel Side of Bill Emerson, 

Rural Rhythm Records.
•	 Christopher Henry, I’m Gonna Wait on Jesus, Independent.

As you can tell by the number of new releases, the holidays are 
coming. Music always makes a tasteful gift.

If you have Western Slope news or events that you would like published 
or comments to make you can email me at vetabluegrass@gmail.com or 
find Vetabluegrass on Facebook.

Pickin' In the Grand Valley and Points Beyond

We left Wilkesboro in the rain and headed to an area where North 
Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia meet, looking for the Phipps Store 
where we were to meet Coloradans Marcus and Kara Caudill for a Sunday 
afternoon jam. We had been warned that this is a very rural area but 
we weren’t prepared for just how rural. Even our GPS and Google Map 
had a hard time locating the place. We finally found someone and asked 
directions. While she seemed confused she finally told us that the Phipps 
Store is close, “about three curves, and is at the end of the road.”  Well, I 
don’t know what constitutes a curve in those parts but I do know that we 
went round more curves than that!

Next music stop was Raleigh for IBMA. Though we could attend for only 
two days the conference sessions, showcases, exhibition hall, luncheon 
and cocktail hour, awards, friends and jamming made it all worthwhile. 
Sitting in the lobby of the Marriott on Wednesday evening watching the 
crowd was like the Who’s Who in Bluegrass. Yes, IBMA stands for I’ve 
Been Mostly Awake.

Our next stop was the Earl Scruggs Museum in Shelby. Brooke Aldridge 
told me to allow several hours, as there is much more than Earl Scruggs. 
Darin Aldridge had been interviewed for it. Unfortunately we did not have 
time to take it all in but we thoroughly enjoyed the section devoted to Earl 
Scruggs. Next time...

By this time of our trip (seven days) it had been raining more or less 
constantly.  We wanted to go to Clemson University to see our Colorado-
grown niece and see how she is doing in the South.  Her roommate is 
teaching her “how to be Southern.” Having lived in Virginia through my 
second year of college I could empathize as I had to learn to be Southern 
when I went to Ole. Miss. (Now that’s SOUTH.)

Heading to Chattanooga for the 3 Sisters Festival, I-85 was heavy 
with truck traffic in the rain making visibility difficult, especially for desert 
dwellers such as us. We arrived in Chattanooga in time for the start of the 
festival which was going on “rain or shine” according to the local news.  
It started in the rain and ended in the rain. The photo in the newspaper 
showed a low attendance. We were sorry to miss our Colorado friends in 
The Railsplitters and Hot Rize, but we just couldn’t stand in the rain at 57 
degrees, day and night. Maybe next year the weather will be better. 

You might be wondering about all the rain...Hurricane Joaquin, which 
had stalled in the Atlantic, was producing the moisture.

The Kruger Brothers with the Kontras Quartet
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Wednesday, December 2, 7:30 pm, Woodshed Red, Front Range Barbeque, 2330 West Colorado Avenue, Colorado Springs, CO
Wednesday, December 2, 9:00 pm, Masontown, Barkley Ballroom, 610 Main Street, Frisco, CO
Saturday, December 5, 8:00 pm, SilverPlume, Gold Hill Inn, 401 Main St, Boulder, CO
Sunday, December 13, 10:00 pm, Ragged Union, Southern Sun Pub & Brewery, 607 South Broadway Street, Boulder, CO
Wednesday, December 16, 7:30 pm, Grass It Up, Front Range Barbeque, 2330 West Colorado Avenue, Colorado Springs, CO
Saturday, December 19, 5:00 pm, Chain Station, Swallow Hill - Top Of The Hill Concert Series, Denver, CO
Sunday, December 20, 10:00 am, The Ransom Notes, The Post East, 1701 Fatherland Street, Nashville, TN
Monday, December 21, 9:30 pm, Coral Creek, Southern Sun Pub & Brewery, 607 South Broadway Street, Boulder, CO
Sunday, December 27, 5:00 pm, Yampa Valley Boys, Edward D Jones Award Banquet, Steamboat Grand Hotel, Steamboat Springs, CO 
Monday, December 28, 5:00 pm, Yampa Valley Boys, Day Creek Ranch Party, Day Creek Ranch, Steamboat Springs, CO
Thursday, December 31, 9:00 pm, Coral Creek, Saratoga Resort & Spa, 601 Pic Pike Rd, Saratoga, WY
Thursday, December 31, 8:00 pm, Ragged Union, Stem Ciders, 2811 Walnut Street, Denver, CO

Upcoming Shows

Their New Year’s Eve shows are well known for being outstanding 
musically, while typically being complemented by a stage show that rivals 
some of the largest names in the music business. Although openers haven’t 
been announced as of the time this article was written, past openers have 
included such bluegrass legends as Del McCoury and J.D. Crowe, as 
well as funk legend Bootsy Collins, Karl Denson’s Tiny Universe and the 
Flaming Lips. 

Caribou Mountain Collective – The Lazy Dog (Boulder, 12/31) 

Standing outside the Boulder Theater, the Lazy Dog is one place that 
beckons often and frequently, both before and after shows, as a great 
bar at which to enjoy friends, drinks and music. On New Year’s Eve, 
Nederland-based Caribou Mountain Collective will ring in 2016 in style 
at this comfortable Boulder establishment. The band is comprised of 
guitarist Miles Perry, fiddler Etienne Cremieux, bassist Curly Collins, and 
2013 RockyGrass Dobro champion Allen Cooke.

Caribou Mountain Collective have been making a name for themselves 
throughout Colorado, playing the main stage at both WinterWonderGrass 
and RockyGrass this past year, as well as opening for the Jeff Austin Band 
and the Wood Brothers. Caribou Mountain is a band to keep an eye on 
as they continue to grow, and is a great group to spend a New Year’s Eve 
with. 

Looking Forward cont. from page 4

Umphrey’s McGee – The Fillmore (12/30, 12/31, 1/1, 1/2)

What? Who? If you have never heard of this band, you’re asking 
yourself who they are, perhaps wondering if they’re a new jamgrass band 
or something of the like. If you’ve heard of them, you’re very likely asking 
yourself why the hell I’m mentioning them in Pow’r Pickin’. The answer is 
simple, quite honestly. It’s something different. Very different.

Think jammed-out progressive rock with forays into metal, funk, jazz, 
EDM and possibly any other genre at any given time. 

So for those of you who haven’t turned the page after that last sentence, 
let me continue. It’s something different. As music fans and as musicians, 
we all have a tendency to find something we love and settle into it. I know 
I feel that way about bluegrass, as it’s a sure bet that 90%+ of the time, I 
have bluegrass playing in my car, in my house and in my headphones at 
work. That other 10%, though, is listening to old favorites, new suggestions 
or random things I’ve found. In some instances those random finds work 
their way into my musical rotation and become part of what inspires me 
about music. A change in scenery, or music, is almost always a healthy 
thing. 

Happy New Year
Regardless of where you choose to spend your New Year’s, whether 

at the one of shows I mentioned, picking some tunes of your own, out on 
the town, up in the mountains or just spending the night with friends and 
family, I wish you and yours a happy, healthy and bluegrass-filled 2016. 
Cheers. 

Umphret's McGee / Chad Smith

Caribou Mountain Collective / Promo



downtown Music Exchange closed, he stepped in to fill the gap.  The 
store sells banjos, mandolins, ukuleles, violins, cellos, and “the occasional 
upright bass,” as well as electric guitars.

Mike especially wanted to maintain Music Exchange’s tradition of buying 
and exchanging instruments, as well as selling them.  “I love doing trades 
so people can upgrade their instrument.”  He also repairs instruments, 
and “lessons are a big part.”

The shop opened in June 2012 in a Victorian-era storefront in the heart 
of Old Colorado City. “That place looked great with hardwood floors and 
ceiling,” Mike says, but the business quickly outgrew the 800-square-foot 
space and especially needed a dedicated room for guitar and ukulele 
lessons.

Moondog Music moved westward to the larger 2200-square-feet next-
door space.  Mike jokes, “we’re inching our way toward Manitou and the 
mountains.” He especially likes its accessibility with easy parking for 
“people who want to pop in for a set of strings.”

Mike’s musical background? “I’ve been a couch player for 30 years,” he 
reveals.  “I played in bands in the past in college and hosted open stage 
thing 15 years ago.”  Now he plays weekly with Heather Romero and the 
Butterflies “a folky-gypsy-jazz band.”

“Folk seems like the biggest thing going on here,” he observes.  “That 
Americana-folk-bluegrass is still going, still gaining momentum with 
singer-songwriters like Joe Johnson and Jason Miller.”

Moondog Music’s customers are a mix of hobbyists and professional 
players, and the store is a hangout for pickers and players.  Mike also 
employs local musicians including Jim Marsh of Grass It Up, Richard 
Starkey of the J Miller Band and Shakedown Street, Joe Johnson and 
Alex Koshak.

Moondog Music and Tejon Street Music enjoy a friendly relationship.  
“John has higher end, only acoustic,” Mike points out. “He does send 
people my way, if someone wants an electric guitar or for some of the 
simpler repairs.”
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Music Stores    continued from page 5

sound waves into lines traced onto a turning cylinder. Never intended 
to be an audio playback device, it was created only to provide a visual 
representation of the human voice. However, with recently developed 
software, modern researchers could, in fact, hear his recording.

And here’s the ultimate basso profundo moment:  the lowest note ever 

Silent Nights     continued from page 6

sung (by a human) was a G (-7) or 0.189 hertz! This is 8 octaves below 
the lowest G on a piano, and outside the range of human hearing! So, how 
do we know? It was captured using a low-frequency microphone and then 
verified using precision sound analysis.

Finally, a European archaeologist claims to have found the oldest 
musical instrument:  a 45,000-year-old flute made from a bear femur 
bone.  Uncovered in Slovenia’s Divje Babe Archaeological Park among 
cave deposits containing Neanderthal tools, some contend that it is 
nothing more than a bone scavenged by hyenas.  But experiments using 
hyena-like jaws on modern bear bones show the bone would’ve split and 
had counter bite marks if that were the case.  

“You can occasionally get a single hole, but not a row of nice round holes 
all in one bone,” says accomplished flautist Jelie Atema, also a Boston 
University biologist who created a replica of the femur flute. That replica 
was played to demonstrate that the holes produce different pitches. “But 
we can never be sure... We were not there.”

Now, armed with this treasure trove of newly discovered information, 
you should be well prepared to amaze your friends at cocktail parties and 
pickin’ events this holiday season.  Please enjoy your holidaze sensibly!

Edison's phonautograph / Smithsonian

The Divje Babe Flute / Web Photo
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Bluegrass Radio Shows playing 
Colorado Artists

KAFM 88.1FM
Grand Junction 

Mondays: 4-6PM
Sundays: 3-6PM 

KAJX 91.1/91.5FM
Aspen

Saturdays: 10AM-noon

KRFC 88.9 FM 
Fort Collins, 

Saturday 2-4PM
streaming @ krfcfm.com 

KGNU 88.5FM 
Boulder

93.7FM - Nederland
1390AM - Denver

Saturdays: 9AM-noon

KHEN 106.9FM 
Salida

Fridays: 10AM-noon & 3-5PM

KDNK 88.1/88.3/88.5FM 
Aspen to 

Glenwood Springs
93.5FM - Leadville
Saturdays: 8-10AM

KDUR 91.9/93.9FM
Durango

Tuesdays: 6:30-9pm
And streaming at kdur.org

KSUT 90.1 / 89.5 FM
Streaming Live on KSUT.org

Hugh Felt’s “The Grass is Bluer” 
Durango

7-9PM Thursday

KRAN FM 103.3 FM Cheyenne, WY
The Pickers Choice w/Jerry Mills

Saturdays 10am-11am
Rocky Mt. Bluegrass w/Jerry Mills

Sundays 10am-11am
online at www.1033therange.com

KLVZ 810 AM
Denver

Sunday 12:30 - 1:30 pm
Old Time Gospel Radio Hour

KYGT 102.7 FM Idaho Springs, CO
The Miner Pickin' Show

Alternate Saturdays 4 - 6 pm
kygt.org

KCEG 780 AM, 
Fountain CO

The Best of Bluegrass
Sunday 9 - 10 am

KZMU 90.1/106.7 FM
Moab, UT

The Grass Is Greener
Sundays, Noon-3 p.m.

Streaming on KZMU.org

Thanks to all 
the Radio DJs 

who support 
Colorado Artists!!
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For more information on CBMS member Bands, visit coloradobluegrass.org Bands on Call
Acoustic Mining Company 
tgmartin000@gmail.com 
www.acousticminingcompany.com 
720-220-0909 
Denver, CO 

The Badly Bent
info@thebadlybent.com
www.thebadlybent.com
970-946-6345
Durango, CO

Bettman & Halpin
stephaniebettman.com
sb@stephaniebettman.com
323-791-7763
Denver, CO

Blue Grama Bluegrass
bluegramabluegrass@gmail.com
www.bluegramabluegrass.com
970-402-7688
Fort Collins, CO

Blue Moon Bluegrass Band
info@bluemoonbluegrass.com
bluemoonbluegrass.com
303-842-7145
Evergreen, CO

The Black Family String Band
sam@enjfamilyfarms.com
(970) 640-3121
Cedaredge, CO

Bob Berry 
& The Whole Bagnell Dam Bunch
b.berry@elkayplastics.com
303-884-7301
Thornton, CO

Bone Tree
bonetreeband@hotmail.com
www.bonetree.us
970-931-2231
Whitewater, CO

Boxcar 79
boxcarseventynine@gmail.com
www.reverbnation.com/boxcar79
303-993-6613
Boulder, CO

Cat E. Wampus
nancy.steinberger@gmail.com
www.CatEWampus.com
720-454-9991
Lakewood, CO

Johnny Campbell & The Bluegrass Drifters
thebluegrassdrifters@gmail.com
www.thebluegrassdrifters.com
931-743-1906
Nashville, TN

Credibility Gap
credibilitygap.com
hick@warp8.com
(303) 567-9108
Idaho Springs, CO

Coral Creek String Band
coralcreekmusic@gmail.com
www.coralcreek.net
720-331-3064
Golden, CO

Crystal Hill Billys
joymaples@gmail.com
facebook.com/crystalhillbillys
719-465-3025
Manitou Springs, CO

Mary Beth Cross
marybethcross.com
mbbc@aol.com
(303) 842-1587 
Denver, CO

Crow Hill Bluegrass
gregw27@msn.com
303-646-4275
Parker, CO

Dr. Harlan’s Amazing Bluegrass Tonic
drharlans@bluegrasstonic.com
www.bluegrasstonic.com
303-249-7986
Denver, CO

Fox Run
foxrun.bluegrass@gmail.com
www.reverbnation.com/foxrun3
719-487-8272 (ask for Dan)
Colorado Springs, CO

Free The Honey
freethehoney@gmail.com
www.freethehoney.com
720-454-5456
Crested Butte, CO

Grass It Up
grassitup.com
jbross@vladimirjones.com
(719) 339-3121
Colorado Springs, CO

The Gregg Daigle Band
info@daigleband.com
www.daigleband.com
505-243-4910
Albuquerque, NM

Gypsy Jazz Social Club
facebook.com/GypsyJazzSocialClub
elch55@yahoo.com
(970) 901-5963
Crested Butte, CO

Henscratch
cgoettsche@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/henscratch-
music/
303-815-3634

High Plains Tradition
HPTbluegrass@aol.com
www.highplainstradition.com
303-913-6355
Commerce City, CO

The Hippie Buckaroos
303-440-4764
bjkammer1@msn.com
hippiebuckaroos.com
Lafayette, CO

Hit & Run Bluegrass
rebecca@hitandrunbluegrass.com
www.hitandrunbluegrass.com
615-418-8409
Nashville, TN

Honey Don't 
billpowers@honeydont.net
www.honeydont.net
970-270-2276
Bend, OR. 

Hot Rize
www.hotrize.com
pete@drbanjo.com
303-652-8346
Niwot, CO

Jeff Scroggins & Colorado
jscolorado5@gmail.com
www.JeffScrogginsandColorado.com
303.489.9083
Conifer, CO

Kantankerous
meyr895@msn.com
www.reverbnation.com/kantankerous
303-363-8985
Denver, CO

Hunker Down
www.reverbnation.com/hunkerdown
andystraus@gmail.com
513-255-1999
Fraser, CO

Laramie River Band
720.480.1159
info@laramieriverband.com
facebook.com/laramieriverband
Loveland, CO

Lineage Music Project
lineagemusicstudio@gmail.com
www.lineagemusic.com
970-222-2496
Fort Collins, CO

Ron Lynam & Cowtown
cowtownboogie.com
rlynbanjo@aol.com
(970) 224-5690
Fort Collins, CO

Mason Street
owlroost@skybeam.com
970-223-2400 Fort Collins, CO

Martin Gilmore
martingilmore2002@hotmail.com
www.martingilmore.com
307-399-3131
Englewood, CO

Masontown
262-212-9105
michael.canney@gmail.com
masontownmusic.com
Denver, CO

The McDaileys’
susankdailey.com
skdailey@juno.com
970-482-4346
Fort Collins CO 80521

Mollie O'Brien & Rich Moore
mobvox@msn.com
wwww.mollieobrien.com
303-477-7517
Denver CO

One More River
www.reverbnation.com/onemoreriver
gospelgrass@gmail.com
303-638-3725
Idaho Springs, CO 

Out of Nowhere
mandopazzo@yahoo.com
out-of-nowhere.info
719-510-5122
Colorado Springs, CO

Pete Wernick & Flexigrass
drbanjo.com
PWernick1@aol.com
(303) 652-8346
Niwot, CO

Quickdraw Homegrown Music
quickdrawhomegrownmusic.com
jrquickdraw@comcast.net
(303) 431-1899
Wheat Ridge, CO

Ragged Union
geoffu@geoffunion.com
reverbnation.com/raggedunion
512-563-9821
Golden, CO

The Railsplitters
therailsplittersbluegrass@gmail.com
www.therailsplitters.com
734-846-1229
Boulder, CO

The Ransom Notes
reverbnation.com/theransomnotes
theransomnotesmusic@gmail.com
(303) 819-4491
Knoxville, TN

Rocky Mountain Jewgrass
rockymountainjewgrass.com
saul.denver@gmail.com 
(303) 748-4815
Denver, CO

Running Out Of Road Band
roormusic@gmail.com
www.roormusic.com
970-884-9757
Bayfield, CO

Silverplume
kanehollins@comcast.net
www.silverplumeband.com
304-419-1515
Longmont, CO

Southern Exposure
reverbnation.com/southernexposure-
bluegrass
jmills3112@aol.com
(303) 763-9996  Lafayette, CO

The StanleyTones
www.stanleytonesbluegrass.com
banjojim915@msn.com
303-776-2508   
Longmont, CO

Steel Pennies
steelpenniesbluegrass.com
steelpennies@gmail.com
(303) 666-1111  Louisville, CO

Sugar Creek
danpeha7@gmail.com
www.annamcbrayer.wix.com/sugar-
creek-durango
970-769-3933
Durango, CO

Sweetwater String Band
sweetwaterstringband@gmail.com
www.sweetwaterstringband.com
865-382-2993
Durango, CO

That Damn Sasquatch
mikephall83@yahoo.com
www.facebook.com/thatdamnsas-
quatch09
785-633-6654
Englewood, CO

Thunder and Rain
booking@thunderandrainmusic.com
www.thunderandrainmusic.com
720-312-1339
Golden, CO

Nancy Thorwardson and the Silver Stars
nancythorwardson.com/IonaGibsonMu-
sic/SilverStars.html
nancy@nancythorwardson.com
720-775-7516  Lyons, CO

Timber!
facebook.com/TimberBluegrass
timberbluegrassband@gmail.com
303-564-9902
Boulder, CO

The Tunefarmers
303-921-3407
coats10@hotmail.com
www.reverbnation.com/theTuneFarmer
Northglenn, CO
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Altona Grange Hall
39th and Nelson Road
Longmont, CO 80503
303-926-7538
donlynaa@mac.com
altonagrange.org

Avogadro’s Number
Every Wednesday night - Bluegrass show 
at 7pm with a Bluegrass Jam to follow at 
9pm. Shows every Friday & Saturday night. 
Restaurant and full bar.
605 South Mason, Fort Collins, CO 80521
(970) 492-1756
avos@frii.com • www.avogadros.com

Backroads Events LLC
Event planning services
Pat Schmidt
PO Box 260781. Lakewood, CO 80226
303-502-7732
patschmidt9@gmail.com
BackroadseventsLLC.com

Barn Jazz Productions
Barn Jazz Productions specializes in re-
cording, mixing, and mastering music for 
all acoustic genres. Complete production 
services available.
Jim Hewitt
PO Box 1826 Grand Junction, CO 81504
520-400-4965
diamondjim@barnjazz.com
www.barnjazz.com

Big Horn Mountain Festival
Acoustic Americana, Folk, Old-Timey, 
Bluegrass and Traditional music. July 
10,11, and 12, 2015 at the Johnson County 
Fairgrounds in Buffalo, WY.  PO Box 344 
Dayton, WY 82836
(307) 655-9280
info@bighornmountainfestival.com
www.bighornmountainfestival.com

Consolidated
Accounting & Tax Service
William L. Carlson
865 Montclair Drive, Palisade, CO 81526
(303) 722-8850 (303) 722-9639 fax
wlccats@msn.com

Dan Harris Instrument Co.
Custom Lutherie and instrument repair
302 Sandler Dr. Lafayette, CO 80026
720-352-3641
daniel@harrisinstruments.com
www.harrisinstruments.com

Durango Bluegrass Meltdown
Festival in Durango, CO
PO Box 448
Durango CO 81302
970-259-7200
info@durangomeltdown.com
www.durangomeltdown.com
 

FolkWest, Inc
PO Box 3665,  Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
(970) 731-5582
folkwest@folkwest.com   
www.folkwest.com

GospelGrass Productions 
c/o Suzie Solomon 
PO Box 332, Idaho Springs, CO 80452 
303-638-3725 
gospelgrass@gmail.com
www.gospelgrass.com

“The Grass is Bluer”
Hosted by Hugh Felt on Thursdays, 7-9pm on 
KSUT 89.5/90.1 FM
Durango, CO (970) 759-0228
hughfelt@gmail.com   www.ksut.org

Harmony Music House    
Boulder's home for music lessons, student 
jam sessions, kids' classes, house concerts 
and more. Robert Loeb    
2525 Broadway, Boulder, CO 80304    
720-988-0288    
robby@harmonymusichouse.com 
www.harmonymusichouse.com

High Mountain Hay Fever 
Festival
Westcliffe’s four-day bluegrass celebra-
tion, hosted by the Dry Branch Fire 
Squad.
PO Box 1199 Westcilffe, CO 81252
719-783-0883
info@highmountainhayfever.org   
www.highmountainhayfever.org

Old Blue Sound
Quality sound reinforcement service for 
bluegrass and other acoustic music festi-
vals, concerts, and events. Dick Pierle
715 S 7th Street, Grand Junction, CO 
81501
(970) 245-0836 or 888-OLD-BLUE
oldblue@oldbluesound.com  
www.oldbluesound.com

Park House
1515 Madison St
Denver, CO 80206
303-321-0585
info@parkhousedenver.com
www.parkhousedenver.com

Planet Bluegrass
PO Box 769 - 500 West Main Street
Lyons, CO 8054
800-624-2422
www.bluegrass.com

Royston Leather & Silver
Larry Royston
3186 Pikes Peak Rd
Parker, CO 80138
303-895-5340
larryroyston@msn.com

Savage Fiddler
Savagefiddler offers individual and group 
lessons in all bluegrass and stringed instru-
ments as well as a specialized method 
book and online tools just for our fiddlers 
out there! Call to schedule a lesson or 
check out the website for more informa-
tion on the complete method!
102 W Chester St
Lafayette, CO 80026
319-601-6379
savagefiddler@gmail.com
wwww.savagefiddler.com

Swallow Hill Music       
Association
Concerts, classes, open stages and jam 
sessions - folk & traditional music. 71 E 
Yale Ave. - Denver, CO 80210
(303) 777-1003
www.swallowhill.com

Worth Guitars
Greg Worth
3705 Deer Creek Dr
Parker CO 80138
303-646-4275
gregw27@msn.com
worthguitar.com

We appreciate the support from our Colorado Business Members.CBMS Business Partners

Become a  
Member 
Today! 

Uptown Toodeloo String Band
UptownToodelooStringBand@gmail.
com
www.UptownToodeloo.com
720-331-3064
Golden, CO

Vi The Fiddler 
Vi Wickam 
970-215-6366 
vi@wickam.net 
www.vithefiddler.com 
Fort Collins, CO

Weld County Ramblers
www.weldcountyramblers.com
mlheiss@aol.com
303-775-8764
Lyons, CO

The Whiskey Treats
booking@whiskeytreats.com
www.whiskeytreats.com
619-889-5022
Arvada, CO

WireWood Station
719-487-1194
edwardsviolin@gmail.com
wirewood-station.com
Monument, CO

WMD Bluegrass Band
teamwieland@msn.com
wmdbluegrass.com
719-232-2875
Colorado Springs, CO

Woodshed Red
719-439-6316
woodshedred@gmail.com
WoodshedRed.com
Colorado Springs, CO

Clarke Wright - Fiddler
clarkewright@hotmail.com
clarkewright.com
Fort Collins CO • 970-215-3974

Yampa Valley Boys
yampavalleyboys@hotmail.com
970-846-4096
www.yampavalleyboys.com
Steamboat Springs, CO

Patrick Kelley Morrison, CO ............. Renew-Premier 
The Ransom Notes Knoxville, TN ................. Renew-Band 
John Schmidt Loveland, CO ............ Renew-Premier 
Mike Kearney Littleton, CO .............. Renew-Premier 
Garth Lewis Estes Park, CO .......... Renew-Premier 
Weld County Ramblers Lyons, CO ........... Renew-Band-Donor 
Jim & Marla Attwood Lyons, CO ................................Renew 
Allen Baird Idaho Springs, CO ..... Renew-Premier 
James Crawford Los Lunas, NM ........................Renew 
High Mountain Hay Fever Festival   Westcliffe, CO........ Renew-Business 
Dave Gaudreau Longmont, CO .........................Renew 
Cynthia Hildred & Allecyn Haynes Platteville, CO ...............Renew-Donor 
Greg Krush Fort Collins, CO .......................Renew 
Mike Moxcey Fort Collins, CO .......................Renew 
Ann Peterson Lafayette, CO ..........................Renew 
Quickdraw Homegrown Music Wheat Ridge, CO .......... Renew-Band 
John Rich Aurora, CO ................ Renew-Premier 
Vi The Fiddler Fort Collins, CO ............. Renew-Band 
Clarke Wright Fort Collins, CO ............. Renew-Band 
Lawson Drinkard Niwot, CO .....................Renew-Donor 
Randy Flipse Golden, CO ............... Renew-Premier 
The Hippie Buckaroos Lafayette, CO .................... New-Band 
Gerhard & Gail Koepf Boulder, CO .............................Renew 
Masontown Denver, CO ........................ New-Band 
Joe K Ozaki Lakewood, CO ..............Renew-Donor 
Dan Rogers Fort Collins, CO .......................Renew 
Jordan Schupbach Parker, CO ........................New-Donor 
Janet Woodward Centennial, CO .............Renew-Donor 
Francis De Mita Glen Cove, NY ............... New-Premier 
Roger Franz Golden, CO ................... New-Premier 
Stephen Rogers Aurora, CO ................ Renew-Premier 
Jim Brown Longmont, CO .........................Renew

New and Renewing Members
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AcousticByLines.com
Acoustic music industry listing site for Colorado regional 
businesses, musicians, music teachers, events and 
more. 10% membership discount to CBMS members. 
PO Box 2261, Monument, CO 80132
www.acousticbylines.com

Allegro Music, LLC
10% off on selected accessories and items; see Tom or 
Joe Wilkinson
17739 Cottonwood Drive, Parker, CO  (303) 680-3915
allegroparker@qwest.net
www.allegroguitars.com

Colorado Case Company
Case covers and gig bags for every instrument. Colorado 
Case is also a dealer for Calton cases. 
*10% discount to CBMS Members for any soft cases and 
case covers. 
1713 E Lincoln Ave, Unit A6 Fort Collins, CO 80524
(800) 340-0809
sales@coloradocase.com www.coloradocase.com

Denver Folklore Center
New and used fretted instruments, recordings and 
books. 
10% discount for CBMS Members on selected items. 
1893 South Pearl Street
Denver, CO 80210  (303) 777-4786

Offering discounts to CBMS Members.

Fill out the form below and become a member today!

Lakewood School of Music
Offering private lessons by professional teachers on guitar, 
mandolin, banjo, piano,
voice, fiddle, songwriting and more.
20% discount to CBMS members off first months tuition.
1510 Glenn Ayre Dr., Lakewood, CO 80215
303-550-7010
Lakewoodschoolofmusic.com

Olde Town Pickin’ Parlor
See Uncle Kit for 10% discounts to all CBMS Members on 
accessories (including cases, books and CDs).
7515 Grandview Ave, 
Arvada, CO 80002
(303) 421-2304
www.picknparlor.com

San Juan Mandolins
Quality mandolins for professional players! 10% 
for CBMS Members.
15503 Hwy 145, 
Dolores, CO 81323
(970) 822-8094

Talent Forge
Quality music instruction for people who wouldn’t other-
wise have it. 10% discount to all CBMS members.
Vi Wickam and Matthew Hartz
1224 Oxborough Ln.
Fort Collins, CO 80525
970-430-6381
www.mytalentforge.com

Sponsoring Businesses
Twist & Shout
Biggest selection of bluegrass CDs! 10% discount 
for CBMS Members. 
2508 E Colfax Ave, 
Denver, CO 80206
(303) 722-1943
jil@twistandshout.com
www.twistandshout.com

H.B. Woodsongs
10% off regularly priced accessories, books 
and CDs to CBMS Members.
3101 28th St
Boulder, CO 80301
(303) 449-0516
info@hbwoodsongs.com
www.hbwoodsongs.com
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Our readership includes 1,000 individual mem-
bers, member bands and member businesses with 
statewide distribution.

2015 Advertising Rates & Specifications
 Ad Size Specifications .............. Price
 
 Full page ad 9.125” x 10.75” .............. $165
 
 3/4 page ad Vert: 6.8” x 10.75” .............. $130
  Horiz: 9.125” x 7.75”

  1/2 page ad Vert: 4.49” x 10.75” ................ $90 
  Horiz: 9.125” x 5.375”
 
 1/3 page ad Vert: 2.93” x 10.75” ................ $60
  Horiz: 9.125” x 3.58”
 
 1/4 page ad 4.49” x 5.25” ................ $50
 
 1/6 page ad Vert: 2.93” x 5.25” ................ $40
  Horiz: 4.49” x 3.45”
 
 1/8 page ad 4.49” x 2.5” ................ $30

Advertising in Pow’r Pickin’ 
Gets the Message Out!

10% discount for Bands on Call and CBMS Business    
Members, 10% discount for advertisements running mul-
tiple consecutive months 

**Ask us about our ad design services.** 

Email Submissions: 
All submissions must be sent electronically and must be high resolu-
tion (300 dpi) in JPG or PDF format to: 

colograss@gmail.com.

Classified Ads:
Members - first 15 words free, $0.20 per word thereafter
Non-members - $7 for first 30 words, $0.20 per word thereafter. 

Payment:
Payments must be received BEFORE the 15th of the month for ads 
to be included in the following month’s publication.
Effective August 1, 2009, CBMS will no longer accept paper checks 
or payments by “snail mail.” You may submit your ad and your pay-
ment by contacting Annie Savage at colograss@gmail.com. All pay-
ments must be made by credit card and will be processed electroni-
cally through our PayPal account. PayPal will process your payment 
whether or not you have a personal account established with them. 

Media, Public Relations and Social Networking Services
for a variety of companies, organizations and musicians 

across the United States.

facebook.com/gRunPublicity

G-Run 
Media and Publicity

CBMS Hall of Honor
2006

Jerry Mills • Dick Pierle • Ken Seaman
Suzie Solomon • Pete Wernick

2007
Mike Dow • Craig Ferguson • David Patton

Steve Szymanski • Joan Wernick
2009

Harry Tuft • Sue Coulter
2010 

Nick Forster • Rob Osborne
2011

Ernie Martinez • Fergus Stone • Charles Sawtelle
Daniel "Buck" Buckner

2012
KC Groves • Dave Little • Gene Milligan

Michael Burke • Hugh Felt

2013
B. J. Suter • Tim O'Brien

2014
Doris Gray
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* You don't even have to ask...

coloradobluegrass.org

Everything
You Always 

Wanted to Know 
about Bluegrass 

in Colorado*

CBMS WANTS

YOU

Become a Member Today!
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PEACE on EARTH
and

BLUEGRASS 
24/7

coloradobluegrass.org
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